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April 2012 in Review

1.1 Consumer Price Index
Key points

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012

Consumer price index
January 107.4 114.3 114.8 121.0
February 108.3 114.1 115.1 121.5
March 109.0 114.4 115.9 121.8
April 109.3 114.8 118.8 121.9

Consumer price index monthly %-change
January -0.4 -0.8 0.4 -0.3
February 0.8 -0.1 0.2 0.4
March 0.6 0.3 0.7 0.2
April 0.3 0.4 2.5 0.1

Consumer price index annual %-change
January -3.2 6.3 0.5 5.4
February -2.9 5.4 0.8 5.6
March -2.9 5.0 1.3 5.1
April -3.2 5.1 3.5 2.6

Consumer price index period average
January 7.9 -1.4 1.6 4.8
February 6.8 -0.7 1.2 5.2
March 5.7 -0.1 0.9 5.5
April 4.6 0.6 0.8 5.4

Related statistics in this bulletin
■ 1.2 International aspects
■ 2.1 Utilities
■ Corresponding tables

Related statistics publications
■ Consumer price index
■ Economic profile
■ Statistical yearbook
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Yearly CPI - Period average

In April 2012, the total consumer price index
rose by 0.1 percent compared to March 2012.
With the exception of Food & non-alcoholic
beverages (-0.1%), Clothing & footwear (-
0.3%), Housing (-0.1%), Household operation
(-0.3%), Health (-0.1%), Communications (-
0.1%) and Recreation & culture (-0.6%),
increases in the average prices has been
recorded for Transport (+1.1%), Miscellaneous
goods & services (+0.1%), Alcoholic
beverages & tobacco (+0.1%) and Education
(+0.1%). At the end of April 2012, the twelve-
month average rate of inflation was at 5.4
percent, up from 0.8 percent recorded at the
end of April 2011.

On a yearly basis, consumer prices increased
by 2.6 percent in April 2012. Major price
increases were recorded in the following
sectors:

1. Housing ; Average prices in the Housing
sector rose by 4.3 percent compared to April
2011, as a result of increases in the prices of
Water supply & misc. services related to
dwellings (+11.9%), Electricity, gas & other
fuels (+3.8%) and Actual rentals for housing
(+4.4%). Prices of Maintenance & repair of
dwellings fell with 6.3 percent in April 2012.

2. Transport ; In April 2012, prices in the
Transport sector increased by 6.0 percent
compared to April 2011. Higher prices were
recorded for Operation of personal transport
equipment (+6.3%), Purchase of vehicles
(+4.0%) and Transport services (+15.8%).

3. Food & non-alcoholic beverages ; Prices in
this sector increased by 4.1 percent in April
2012. Average prices of Food and Alcoholic
beverages increased by 4.2 and 3.9 percent
respectively, when compared to April 2011.
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1.2 International aspects

Key points

Month Jan-12 Feb-12 Mar-12 Apr-12

Consumer price index monthly %-change
United States 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.3
Netherlands -0.1 0.8 1.1 0.4
Curacao 0.6 0.1 0.4 0.3
Aruba -0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1

Gasoline, diesel and world crude oil prices
United States
Gasoline ($/gal) 3.38 3.58 3.85 3.90
Diesel ($/gal) 3.83 3.95 4.13 4.12
Crude oil ($/barrel)
WTI - Cushing, Okl 100.27 102.20 106.16 103.32
Brent, Europe 110.69 119.33 125.45 119.75

Export price monthly %-change
USA 0.3 0.5 0.8 0.4

Month Period Tourists %-Ch

Latest tourist arrivals 2012
St. Maarten Jan-Mar 147,712 10.2
Antigua & Barbuda Jan-Jun 136,461 3.8 Related statistics in this bulletin
Aruba Jan-Jun 442,010 2.0 ■ 1.1 Consumer price index
Barbados Jan-Jun 283,409 -1.9 ■ 2.1 Utilities
Belize Jan-Jun 152,701 8.5
Cayman Islands Jan-May 151,407 2.2 ■ 5 Tourism
Cuba Jan-May 1,437,841 5.5 ■ Corresponding tables
Curacao Jan-May 170,408 8.7
Dominican Republic* Jan-Jun 2,453,772 7.7 Related statistics publications
Jamaica Jan-Mar 554,674 0.2 ■ Consumer price index
Martinique Jan-Jun 256,948 1.6 ■ Economic profile
Guyana Jan-Jun 80,151 17.9
Puerto Rico Jan-Apr 589,046 4.3
Suriname Jan-May 88,613 5.2

* Non-Resident Air Arrivals Source: Energy Information Administration, Bureau of
** Non-Resident Hotel registrations only labor statistics, Caribbean Tourism Organization
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In April 2012, the average WTI crude oil price
fell with $2.84 per barrel compared to the
previous month, reaching $103.32 per barrel.
The Brent (Europe) crude oil reached $119.75
per barrel in April 2012, down from $125.45
per barrel in March 2012.

The EIA projects the WTI crude oil spot prices
to average $88 per barrel over the second half
of 2012 and the U.S. refiner acquisition cost
of crude oil to average $93 per barrel, both
about $7 per barrel lower than the previous
forecast. The EIA expects the WTI crude oil
prices to remain roughly at these second half
levels in 2013. Keep in mind that energy price
forecast are highly uncertain.

As a result of the recent falling crude oil
prices, the EIA forcast the average regular-
grade gasoline retail price for the third quarter
of 2012 to reach $3.39 per gallon. The EIA
expects regular gasoline retail price, which
averaged $3.53 per gallon in 2011, to average
$3.49 per gallon in 2012, and $3.28 per gallon
in 2013.

On-highway diesel fuel retail prices, which
averaged $3.84 per gallon in 2011, will
average $3.79 per gallon in 2012 and $3.58
per gallon in 2013.

Forecast
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Crude oil price is average refiner acquisition cost.  Retail prices include State
and Federal taxes.
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