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Monthly change of the CPI

CPI and Inflation

The consumer price index (CPI)! of the total population of Aruba
for the month of February 2008 is 134.4. This is 0.6% higher
compared with the CPI of January 2008 [133.6]. An overview of
the percentage change in CPI (A CPI) for different periods during
2007 and 2008 is shown in Table 1. The terms percentage change
in CPI and “inflation” (deflation) are considered similar and are
used interchangeably. The inflation over the last 12 months (end of
period inflation) is 8.7% while the inflation over a period of 24
months (period average inflation) is 6.7%.

Table 1 Overview in A CPI

Period 2008 2007
Current Month Jan-Feb 0.6 0.0
Last 12 Months Feb-Feb 87 42 !
Year to date Jan-Feb 1.3 2.7
Last 24 Months Feb-Feb 67 3.6 °

Source: Central Bureau of Statistics Aruba
" End of period inflation

2 . . .
Period average inflation

Figure 1 depicts the monthly A CPI over a period of one year
starting from February 2007, whereas the A CPI for the month
February for the years 1999 through 2008 is illustrated in Figure 2.

Changes in sector

Figure 3 provides an overview of the percentage changes for the
indexes per sector for February 2008. The percentage change in
index is further denoted as A I. The largest A I is observed for the
sector “Clothing & footwear group” [+2.1%].

Changes in categories and subcategories

The largest A I in the categories are for “Clothing & accessories”
[+2.3%] and “Furniture & Lighting” [-0.1%]. “Take away
beverages & meals” also decreased by 0.1%. The major A 12 in the
“Transport & communication group” is observed for the category
“Vehicle supplies” which increased by 0.5%. This increase is due
to a increase in gasoline prices [1.0 %]. The main A I in the sector
“Food” are for the categories: “Potatoes, vegetables and fruit”
[+1.5%] and “Fats & oils” [+0.8%]. The other categories show a
change between -0.1 % and 0.7 %. In the same fashion the largest A
I for the sector “Clothing & footwear Group” is observed for the
category “Clothing & accessories” [+2.3%].

The sector and subcategory which together influenced the CPI
calculation due to their weight in the basket of goods and services
are the sector “Clothing & accessories” and the subcategory
“Gasoline” which had a total influence of 0.28%. The categories
“Water” and “Electricity” did not change compared with January
2008. Reference is made further to Appendix 1. This table provides
an overview of the indexes for the months February 2007 up to and
including February 2008 together with corresponding weight per

1 . .
See methodology in “Consumer Price Index January 2007”.

2 The focus is on the four major sectors which are; Housing, Transport &
Communication, Food and Clothing & footwear. Together these sectors form 68 % of
the total weight of the basket of goods & services.
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sector and the Monthly, Yearly, Year to date (YTD) and Average percentage
changes for February 2008.

Figure 1: A CPI per Month of 2007-2008
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Figure 2: Monthly A CPI for February 1999-2008

Figure 3: Percentage Change per Sector, February 2008
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APPENDIX 1: Monthly & Yearly Changes (%) for February 2008 for the Consumer Price Index Total Population (Sep 2000= 100.0)

DESCRIPTION|WEIGHT 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2007 | 2008 | 2008 |Monthly Yearly YTD Average

coefficient Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct | Nov | Dec Jan Feb |change change change change
Food 1469 1334 1338 1340 1368 1382 1378 1373 1377 1389 1405 1409 1422 143.0 0.5 72 15 10.3
Grain and grain products 2331209 1212 1220 1226 1238 1241 1239 1243 1246 1256 1257 1258 126.7 0.7 4.7 0.8 8.8
Meat, poultry, game, fish and shellfish 320 1298 1306 1311 1330 1335 1340 1347 1343 1373 1378 1369 1402 1409 0.5 8.6 29 9.1
Fats and oils 28 1252 1249 1252 1260 129.6 1284 1301 130.0 1306 1313 1325 1328 1339 0.8 6.9 1.1 28
Dairy products 149 1414 1431 1450 1454 1459 1479 1502 1517 153.0 160.8 1667 1704 1709 02 209 25 132
Potatoes, vegetables and fruit 176 1784 1779 1755 1847 1885 1865 1881 1917 193.0 1959 1946 196.6 199.6 15 119 2.6 23.0
Sugar, sugarproducts and chocolate 30 1141 1139 1139 1164 1129 1117 1111 1110 1097 1133 1126 1120 1125 0.5 -1.4 -0.1 35
Ready to eat meals 29 1132 1136 1143 1152 1146 1159 1157 1157 1159 1167 1167 1167 1175 0.7 39 0.7 5.9
Take away beverages and meals 399 1273 1273 1271 1309 1327 1305 1268 1259 1268 1269 1277 1269 126.8 -0.1 0.4 -0.7 5.3
Groceries n.e.c. 104 1213 1230 1244 1253 1261 1269 1273 1273 1273 1280 1273 130.0 1305 0.3 75 25 9.6
Beverages and tobacco products 219 1255 1267 1280 1293 1297 1303 1311 1318 1316 1323 1311 1314 1322 0.7 54 0.9 14.1
Beverages 192 1244 1256 1270 1286 129.0 1297 1305 1313 1312 1320 1305 1307 1315 0.6 57 0.8 152
Tobacco products 27 1334 1344 1346 1345 1347 1345 1352 1349 1350 1350 1350 1360 1374 1.0 3.0 1.8 6.7
Clothing and footwear group 1,086 1367 1371 1340 1275 127.6 1267 1279 1300 1298 1294 1375 1376 140.6 21 28 2.2 29
Clothing and accessories 881 1399 1388 1367 1306 131.0 1289 1299 1315 1319 1315 1411 1414 1447 23 34 25 2.7
Footwear 204 1228 1299 1223 1142 1130 1172 1192 1235 1206 1205 1220 1216 1229 1.1 0.1 0.8 39
Housing group 2,29 1289 1293 1294 133.0 1393 140.6 143.0 1421 1433 1472 1489 1516 1522 0.3 18.1 22 7.7
Property Rent 717 1342 1346 1349 1353 1357 1361 1365 1369 1373 1377 1381 1385 1389 0.3 35 0.6 35
Domestic Fuel and power 659 1242 1243 1244 129.6 1421 1438 1499 1477 1498 1576 1605 1658  165.8 0.0 335 33 9.3
Property maintenance goods 500 1242 1254 1254 1288 1262 1279 1281 1283 1281 1287 130.1 1304 132.0 12 6.2 14 8.1
Garden Supplies 61 1717 1721 1722 1736 1949 1959 1773 1774 1785 1802 1822 1835 185.0 0.8 7.7 15 16.6
Water Supply 358 1260 1260 1260 1333 1500 1519 1585 1555 1586 1673 1698 176.1  176.1 0.0 39.8 37 11.0
Household operation group 1,002 1208 1215 1227 1241 1248 1224 1226 1241 12201 1230 1240 1239 1252 1.0 3.6 0.9 5.0
Furniture and lighting 133 109.0 1093 1157 1156 1335 109.7 1095 109.6 1045 102.1 102.1 1022  102.1 -0.1 6.3 0.0 21
Floor coverings and household textiles 113 1361 1368 1403 1477 1467 1463 1463 1474 1483 1554 1555 1561 159.5 22 17.2 2.6 12.6
Home appliances and tools 163 113.0 1140 1106 1073 1013 96.8 972 1044 96.1 96.2 96.0 96.7 97.0 03 -14.1 1.1 -8.3
Household equipment and utensils 75 1193 1202 1222 1204 1211 1211 1208 1215 1198 1208 1221 1222 1234 1.0 34 1.0 5.4
Household services 18 1172 1163 1189 1190 1169 1201 1197 1202 121.0 1212 1205 1214 1217 0.2 39 1.0 7.1
Housekeeping charges 227 1248 1256 1258 1272 1293 1289 1296 1298 1303 131.8 1337 1346 1354 0.6 8.5 1.3 7.1
Household supplies 1731252 1269 1269 1321 1272 1344 1347 1350 1340 1346 1375 1338 136.7 22 92 -0.6 8.8
Health group 88 100.1 1001  99.9 999 999 998 1000 998 999 998 999 1002 100.2 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.1
Health services 88 100.1  100.1 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.8  100.0 99.8 99.9 99.8 99.9 1002 100.2 0.0 0.1 0.3 -0.1
Transport and communication group 1,967 1112 1135 1152 1167 1179 1166 1169 1162 1168 117.6 1199 1196 119.8 0.2 7.8 0.0 58
Own transport 544 1024 1024 1024 1024 1024 1024 103.6 1045 1048 1063 1077 1088  108.8 0.0 6.2 1.0 22
Vehicle supplies 7121287 1329 1374 1419 1452 1415 1414 1389 1402 1414 1466 1448 1456 0.5 13.1 -0.7 10.6
Public Transport costs 249 1032 1053 1054 1055 1058 1058 1059 1059 1059 1061 1064 1065  106.7 0.1 34 0.2 3.0
Communication Services 462 987 1013 1013 1009 1006 1007 1007 1007  100.7 1003 1004 1003  100.3 0.0 1.7 0.0 2.1
Leisure and recreational goods 799 1188 119.0 1186 1199 1213 121.0 121.8 1222 1224 123.0 1247 1250 1257 0.5 58 0.9 59
Costs incurred for recreational purposes 465 118.0 1184 1180 1208 1227 1221 1225 1228 1228 1235 1249 1254 1260 0.5 6.8 0.9 6.8
Admission charges to events and venues 89 1236 1245 1247 1259 1281 1277 1286 1287 129.1 130.6 1327 1336 1344 0.6 87 1.3 6.7
Publications (no study material) 51 1342 1321 1298 1298 1254 1305 1290 1295 1299 1295 1327 1311 1321 0.7 -1.6 -0.4 83
Formal education fees 193 1145 1144 1142 1124 1137 1129 1151 1159 1161 1164 1183 1186 1194 0.7 4.2 0.9 25
Goods and services n.e.c. 1,074 1166 1172 1179 1183 1200 1198 1204 1204 1208 121.6 1227 123.0 123.6 0.5 6.0 0.8 53
Toiletries and cosmetics 219 1145 1163 1184 1174 1201 1202 1213 1207 1221 1221 1226 1226 123.1 04 75 0.4 82
Insurance services 283 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 1046 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other goods and services n.e.c. 438 1232 1236 1242 1253 1275 1269 1276 1279 1282 1295 1313 1320 1328 0.7 78 1.2 6.6
Money Transfers 103 123.6 1245 1247 1259 1281 1277 1286 1287 129.1 130.6 1327 133.6 1344 0.6 8.7 1.3 6.7
Unknown artic or not elsewhere classified 29 1236 1245 1247 1259 1281 1277 1286 1287 129.1 1306 1327 1336 1344 0.6 8.7 1.3 6.7
TOTAL INDEX 10,000 123.6 1245 1247 1259 1281 1277 128.6 1287 129.1 130.6 1327 133.6 1344 0.6 8.7 1.3 6.7

Source: Central Bureau of Statistics Aruba
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